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1 Introduction
1.1 Purpose of this document
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of an

application (‘the Application) for a Development Consent Order (‘Order’) under section 37
of the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’) for the proposed M54 to M6 Link Road (‘the
Scheme’) made by Highways England Company Limited (‘Highways England’ or ‘HE’) to
the Secretary of State for Transport (‘Secretary of State’).

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere within the
Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning Inspectorate website.

1.1.3 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where agreement
has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has not been reached.
SoCGs are an established means in the planning process of allowing all parties to identify
and so focus on specific issues that may need to be addressed during the examination.

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground
1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the applicant and (2) City of

Wolverhampton Council (‘CWC’).
1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1

April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network and has
the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network.
Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing
Highways England made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways
Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by
Highways England.

1.2.3 The CWC is a host planning authority for the Scheme, although only a very small area of
the Order limits lies within the local authority area, namely the area near M54 Junction 2.
Wolverhampton is the nearest city to the Scheme.

1.3 Terminology
1.3.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a final position

where the parties have agreed to disagree.  ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been
resolved.

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of this
SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to CWC, and therefore have not been the
subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those matters can be read as
agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material interest or relevance to CWC.
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3 Issues
3.1 Introduction and General Matters
3.1.1 This chapter sets out the ‘issues’ which are agreed, not agreed, or are under discussion

between CWC and Highways England.
3.1.2 The letter provided to Highways England by the Planning Inspectorate on the 20 August

2020 under Section 88 of the PA 2008 (as amended) and The Infrastructure Planning
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 – Rule 6 (hereafter referred to as the ‘Rule 6 Letter’),
sets out the issues that The Planning Inspectorate want Highways England and the
relevant parties to address in their SoCG.  Specifically, Annex F sets out the parties that
the Planning Inspectorate wants Highways England to produce a SoCG with and the
issues that they want to see addressed, namely:

1. Water environment effects, including any permits required from CWC as lead local
flood authority (LLFA)

2. Transport and traffic effects
3. Landscape and visual effects
4. The effect of noise and vibration
5. Socio-economic effects
6. The draft Order provisions and requirements including future procedures for

approval of details
3.1.3 These issues are addressed in turn in Table 3-1, with a preceding section on general

issues and a final section on other matters.  However, given that only a very small area of
the Order limits is within the CWC area, the discussion on some of these topics has been
limited.
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Comments on SoCG
02/11/2020

Theoretical Visibility. Although the scheme will change traffic
patterns to the north of the city, the scheme is unlikely to cause
significant adverse effects in respect of Noise or Air Quality
during construction or once operational upon residents within the
Wolverhampton area. We note the Environmental Statement
accompanying this application covers a number of key local
impacts which are matters that will need detailed consideration
predominantly by South Staffordshire Council and Staffordshire
County Council, with some input from the City of Wolverhampton
Council.
HE stated that the scale and extent of theoretical visibility of the
Scheme in Landscape Character Area (LCA) WV10 Pendeford,
Fordhouses and Bushbury LCA is very limited and localised to
the immediate north of the LCA, covering locations which may
already have views of the existing M54. The Zone of Theoretical
Visualisation (ZTV) is theoretical and presents the worst case and
although some allowance is made for screening by vegetation in
the model it is likely to be conservative and demonstrate greater
visibility than actually exists.  Therefore, based on the ZTV,
indirect effects (derived from views of a change in landscape
character rather than a direct change in the landscape
characteristics) are unlikely to be experienced in the Pendleford,
Fordhouses and Bushbury LCA. Scheme elements nearest to this
character area (and therefore most likely to influence the LCA)
are undergoing only minor changes to elements such as signage.
Therefore, the effects on this LCA were not required to be
assessed further within the ES as no significant effects are
anticipated.
With regards to the views from Bushbury Hill, the hill is situated
more than 1km away from the Scheme boundary; it is considered
that the Scheme is likely to form only a minor element of views
beyond 1km of the Scheme boundary due to viewing distance.
CWC is happy this query has been resolved.








